Who are these Shepherds Who Run to See?  The Second Reading Luke 2:15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.
Piano Solo: “Santa Claus Is Coming To Town” by Autumn Marklevits

Who is this Child, So Small, So Slight?  The Third Reading Hebrews 1:1-4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for.

P: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #276
Vs 1: Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all. Swiftly winging angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Vs 2: Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new saw the glory, heard the story,

tidings of a gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Who Is This King, a Manger His Throne?  The Fourth Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

C: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.

P: For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian.

C: For all the boots of the tramping warriors & all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel
for the fire.

P: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

C: His authority shall grow continually, & there shall be endless peace for the throne of David & his kingdom.
P: He will establish & uphold it with justice & with righteousness from this time onward & forevermore.

C: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Mary Did You Know” sung by the girls choir

Who is this God Who Sends a Son?  The Fifth Reading John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

P: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” #286
Vs 1: Your little ones, dear Lord, are we, and come your lowly bed to see;
enlighten ev’ry soul and mind, that we the way to you may find.

Vs 2: With songs we hasten you to greet, and kiss the ground before your feet.
Oh, blessed hour, oh, sweetest night that gave you birth, our soul’s delight.

Vs 3: Oh, draw us wholly to you, Lord, and to us all your grace accord;
true faith and love to us impart, that we may hold you in our heart.

Vs 4: Until at last we too proclaim, with all your saints, your glorious name;
in paradise our songs renew, and praise you as the angels do.

Prayers of Intercession:
P: Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world.
C: Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth.
P: You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions.
C: Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving.
P: You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross.
C: Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace.
P: For whom shall the people of God pray? (silent prayer)
C: You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us.
P: May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen.

Sharing the Peace:
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Solo and Offering: “Silent Night” sung by Issie Mitchell

Offerings will be collected during the hymn of the day. Thank you also to those who give online. If you'd like to sign
up for online giving please visit http://www.stlukegoodhue.org/online-giving.html. Children’s coin offering will go
toward ELCA Good Gifts serving communities in need around the world.

Offertory Response: “Give Thanks” Ushers may bring offering forward.

Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”.
Let the poor say, “I am rich Because of what the Lord has done for us”. Give thanks.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for give those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Meal and Piano Solo:

All are welcome at this meal. We believe in the saving power of Jesus Christ through the gift of his life,
death, and resurrection experienced in bread and wine.

Please mowve forward via the center aisle. Bread is received in the hands. Wine is received by dipping the
bread into the wine chalice and consuming both together. All ages are welcome to commune. Those not com-
muning may receive a blessing by simply keeping your hands folded or extending your arms over your chest in
the sign of a cross inviting blessing. For those unable to consume either wine or bread, communion is received
fully in either element alone, for Christ is fully present in the meal. You may return to your seats via the side
aisles after communing. Gluten-free is available, simply make the server aware of your need. Also, if you can-
not come forward, but wish for communion or blessing, let the usher know it will come to you at the end.

“Carnival Procession & Mission Bells” by Anna Golokov



Communion Prayer:
P: Let us pray.
C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your

grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made
known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing: May Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the

shepherds with good news, & led the magi by a star, bless you this day, through the Word made flesh. Amen.

Sending Song: “Go Tell It On The Mountain” #290

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.
Verse 1: While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. [Refrain]
Verse 2: The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain]
Verse 3: Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]
Sending;:
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus,
C: Thanks be to God!
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Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

Christmas Dialogue:
P: Who are these angels who come to earth,  C: bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth?
P: Who are these shepherds who run tosee,  C: and worship the babe on bended knee?
P : Who is this child, so small, so slight, C: of whom the angels sang that night?
P: Who is this king, a manger his throne, C: who humbles himself to make us his own?

P: Who is this God who sends a Son, C: into our midst, the promised one?

Piano Solo: “Angels We Have Heard On High” by Aleaha Hanson

Greeting and Prayer:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven, be with you all.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray together. Almighty God,

C: You gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By
your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit. Through Jesus Christ, our
incarnated Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn: “Away In A Manger” #277
Verse 1: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
Verse 2: The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I'love you, Lord Jesus; Look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Verse 3: Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay. Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth?  First Reading: Luke 2:8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the an-
gel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

P: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.
Piano Solo: “Good King Wenceslas” by Grace Ludwig
Piano Solo: “Carol of The Bells” by Ayva Marklevits



