
      P: This is the Word of the Lord.        C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Alleluia”    (stand as you are able)      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 2X

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 2:13-23      13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 
going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left 
for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, 
in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremi-
ah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went 
to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and 
lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a 
Nazarene.

      P: This is the Word of the Lord.        C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message:    Pastor Eric Hanson

Sermon:   Pastor Eric Hanson

Hymn of the Day & Offering:    (you may be seated)   “Jesus Name Above All Names”   
      Offerings will be collected during the hymn of the day. Thank you also to those who give online. If you’d like to sign 
      up for online giving please visit http://www.stlukegoodhue.org/online-giving.html.  Children’s coin offering will go 
      toward ELCA Good Gifts serving communities in need around the world.
        Vs. 1: Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
       Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word.
         Vs. 2: Jesus, loving Shepherd, Vine of the branches, Son of God.
       Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Lord of the universe, Light of the world.
        Vs. 3: Jesus, way of salvation King of Kings, Lord of Lords. 
       The Way, the truth, and the life Mighty Creator, My Savior and Friend. 

Offertory Response:   “Give Thanks”  
       Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
       Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.
       And now let the weak say, “I am strong”. 
       Let the poor say, “I am rich Because of what the Lord has done for us”. Give thanks.

Offertory Prayer:     P: Let us pray.
        C: Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of 
              your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the 
              field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed:  (please stand as you are able)    
         I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only   
         Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
         Pilate, was crucified died, & was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
         ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, & he will come to judge the living & 
         the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
         of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers: (call and response)
           With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the 
earth, and the whole human family.  A brief silence.  Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of 
Jesus, and in him we are your beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his Spirit. Make us 
worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray.  God of grace, Hear our prayer.
       

        Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our kinship with all living things that 
depend on your provision. Teach us to care for the earth and safeguard its treasures for those who come after 
us. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
        Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into negotiation, especially in areas of religious 
or ethnic strife. End acts of aggression and violence carried out in your name. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
        Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities where disaster and disease 
threaten. Move those in authority to respond with speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first re-
sponders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
       Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. Deepen our care and concern for one 
another. We lift to you all who are undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health 
condition especially  Keith Brown, Dolly Mensink, Sara Nolte, Judy Carpenter, Nancy Nord, Larry Reese, Jan 
Benidt, Neil Stehr, Dave (Pud) Gnotke, Jen Berg, Marilyn O’Brien, Karen O’Reilly, Kellie Peterson, Rich Majerus, 
Peg Campbell, and the family of Tammy & Troy Opsahl. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
        Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the faithful departed who now rest 
in your undying love, made known to us in Jesus our Emmanuel. God of grace, Hear our prayer.
        Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the 
mercy of God. Amen.

Sharing the Peace:       
        P: The peace of Christ be with you always,     
        C: And also with you. 

The Great Thanksgiving:         
        P: The Lord be with you      C: And also with you       
        P: Lift up your hearts.       C: We lift them to the Lord.    
        P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    C: It is right to give Him thanks & praise.

The Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer:    
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
        it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
        trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Meal and Hymns:    
      All are welcome at this meal. We believe in the saving power of Jesus Christ through the gift of his life, 
death, and resurrection experienced in bread and wine.
     Please move forward via the center aisle. Bread is received in the hands. Wine is received by dipping the 
bread into the wine chalice and consuming both together.  All ages are welcome to commune. Those not com-
muning may receive a blessing by simply keeping your hands folded or extending your arms over your chest in 
the sign of a cross inviting blessing. For those unable to consume either wine or bread, communion is received 
fully in either element alone, for Christ is fully present in the meal. You may return to your seats via the side 
aisles after communing.  Gluten-free is available, simply make the server aware of your need. Also, if you can-
not come forward, but wish for communion or blessing, let the usher know it will come to you at the end.

 “What Feast of Love”  #487  
      Verse 1: What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? What food of everlasting life,   
                      what gracious gift is given? This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven.    
         Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given!
     Verse 2: What light of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven? What hope of everlasting life, 
        what wondrous word is given? This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heaven. 
        Oh, see and hear and sing! The word of God is given!    
     Verse 3: What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? What stream of everlasting life, 
        what precious blood is given? This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven. 
        Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given!



Prelude   

Welcome  & Announcements

Greeting:   (please stand as you are able)
      P: Christ is born to us and to all!         
      C: Praise to you oh Christ!

Confession and Forgiveness:   
       P: O Lord, as we marvel at the miracle of the birth of Jesus,
       C: Let us remember that his birth was necessary because we are born a broken creation and in need of 
            forgiveness. We confess to you & to one another our failure to be the kind, forgiving servants you 
            created us to be.  Have mercy on us.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
            may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
       P: Behold, I announce to you that the grace and mercy of the Christ Child is reborn in you on this day. Your 
            sins are forgiven through the perfect love of the Son of God, who was born for your salvation. 
       C: Amen, thanks be to God.

Gathering Hymn:    “Once In Royal David’s City”  #269
       Vs 1: Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby
     in a manger for his bed: Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.
       Vs 2: He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable,
     and his cradle was a stall; with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.
              Vs 3: And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child so dear & gentle
     is our Lord in heav’n above; and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
       Vs 4: Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, we shall see him; but in heaven, set at 
                 God’s right hand on high; there his children gather round, bright like stars, with glory crowned.

Prayer of the Day:      
      P: Let us pray together
      C: O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant 
             Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
           who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading:  Hebrews 2:10-18       10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for 
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he 
suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in 
the assembly I will sing your praises.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, 
and the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity 
so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins 
of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
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“In The Bleak Midwinter”  #294
     Vs 1: In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
  snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
     Vs 2: Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign;
   in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.
     Vs 3: What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man
               I would do my part; yet what I can I give him—give my heart.

Communion Prayer:  (please stand as you are able)      
       P: Let us pray. 
       C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. 
             May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us 
             in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:   
        P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
             The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn:    “Good Christian Friends Rejoice And Sing”   #385
       Vs 1: Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our king!
                 To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
       Vs 2: The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s mighty stone is rolled away;
                 let all the world rejoice and say: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
       Vs 3: Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life, which cannot die,
                 and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
       Vs 4: Your name we bless, O risen Lord, and sing today with one accord,
                 the life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Dismissal:     P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
                        C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude     Pianist, Debbi St. John

First Sunday of Christmas


