
Gospel Acclamation:  “Blessed Is The One”    (stand as you are able)      
        Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord.
        Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 24:36-44     
      36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[a] but only the Father. 
37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and 
they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will 
be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two 
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore keep watch, because 
you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known 
at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be bro-
ken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

      P: This is the Word of the Lord.        C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message:    Pastor Eric Hanson

Sermon:    Pastor Eric Hanson

Hymn of the Day & Offering:   “When He Cometh”   led by Aleaha Hanson  
      Offerings will be collected during the hymn of the day. Thank you also to those who give online. If you’d like to sign 
      up for online giving please visit http://www.stlukegoodhue.org/online-giving.html.  Children’s coin offering will go 
      toward ELCA Good Gifts serving communities in need around the world.

       Vs 1: When He cometh, when He cometh To make up His jewels,
                 All His jewels, precious jewels, His loved and His own.
       Refrain: Like the stars of the morning, His brightness adorning,
                      They shall shine in their beauty, Bright gems for His crown.
       Vs 2: He will gather, He will gather The gems for His kingdom;
                 All the pure ones, all the bright ones, His loved and His own. [Refrain]
       Vs 3: Little children, little children, Who love their Redeemer,
                Are the jewels, precious jewels, His loved and His own. [Refrain]

Offertory Response:   “Give Thanks”   Ushers may bring offering forward.  
       Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
       Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.
       And now let the weak say, “I am strong”. 
       Let the poor say, “I am rich Because of what the Lord has done for us”. Give thanks.

Offertory Prayer:     P: Let us pray.
        C: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 
             simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 
             need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Apostles’ Creed:  (please stand as you are able)    
         I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only   
         Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
         Pilate, was crucified died, & was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
         ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, & he will come to judge the living & 
         the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
         of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers: (call and response)
         As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.  A 
brief silence.  God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent 
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive 
and healing work. God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

        God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing resources 
and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. 
God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
        God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the 
resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your 
mercy, Hear our prayer.
        God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the griev-
ing and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care especially; 
Keith Brown, Dolly Mensink, Sara Nolte, Judy Carpenter, Nancy Nord, Larry Reese, Jan Benidt, Neil Stehr, 
Dave (Pud) Gnotke, Jen Berg, the family of Freddy Groth, Marilyn O’Brien, and Kellie Peterson. God in your 
mercy, Hear our prayer.
        God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in transition or 
conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unex-
pected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
               God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now rest in 
you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, Hear 
our prayer.
        God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Sharing the Peace:   P: The peace of Christ be with you always,     C: And also with you. 

The Great Thanksgiving:         
        P: The Lord be with you      C: And also with you       
        P: Lift up your hearts.       C: We lift them to the Lord.    
        P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    C: It is right to give Him thanks & praise.

The Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer:    
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
        it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
        trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Meal and Hymns:    
      All are welcome at this meal. We believe in the saving power of Jesus Christ through the gift of his life, 
death, and resurrection experienced in bread and wine.
     Please move forward via the center aisle. Bread is received in the hands. Wine is received by dipping the 
bread into the wine chalice and consuming both together.  All ages are welcome to commune. Those not com-
muning may receive a blessing by simply keeping your hands folded or extending your arms over your chest in 
the sign of a cross inviting blessing. For those unable to consume either wine or bread, communion is received 
fully in either element alone, for Christ is fully present in the meal. You may return to your seats via the side 
aisles after communing.  Gluten-free is available, simply make the server aware of your need. Also, if you can-
not come forward, but wish for communion or blessing, let the usher know it will come to you at the end.

“There Is A Longing In Our Hearts” 
       Refrain: There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.
           There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God.
       Vs 1: For justice, for freedom, for mercy: hear our prayer.
                 In sorrow, in grief: be near; hear our prayer, O God.  [Refrain]
       Vs 2: For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer.
                 In weakness, in fear: be near; hear our prayer, O God. [Refrain]
       Vs 3: For healing, for wholeness, for new life: hear our prayer.
                 In sickness, in death: be near; hear our prayer, O God. [Refrain]
       Vs 4: Lord, save us, take pity, light in our deepest night.
                 We call you; we wait: be near; hear our prayer, O God.   [Refrain] 



Prelude:   Pianist, Debbi St. John

Welcome  & Announcements

Greeting:   (please stand as you are able)
      P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
          Holy Spirit be with you all.         
      C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness:   
       P: In Advent we prepare for the coming of Christ. Let us open our hearts to God’s mercy.  
           Together we confess our sins,
      C: Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned against you, and against our brothers and sisters. Our  
           words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed to watch and 
           pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin, and come quickly to save us.        
       P: Children of God, the advent of Christ brings the promise of grace. Through Jesus Christ your sins are 
           forgiven. Live reconciled to each other. Amen.

Gathering Hymn:   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  vs 1    #257
       Vs 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here until the  
     Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Advent Reflection:   read by Levi Matthees   
       The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In commemoration of that com-
ing, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming Christ. It is significant 
that the church has always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep truth.  Christ 
is coming. Christ is always coming, always entering a troubled world, a wounded heart. And so we light the first 
candle, the candle of hope, and dare to express our longing for peace, for healing, and the well-being of creation. 

Advent Prayer:   read by Levi Matthees     
       Hope - Dear God, as we begin our advent pilgrimage, grant us the courage to hope.  
                   Hope for your presence, hope for your peace, hope for your promise. Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Candles & Hymn:    “Light one candle to watch for Messiah”   vs 1    #240   
       Vs 1: Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
     He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5
      1 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of the 
Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations 
will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple 
of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
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“Lo, How A Rose Ere Blooming”    #272
       Vs 1: Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of 
                 old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night.
       Vs. 2: Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
                  To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night.
       Vs 3: This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispels with glorious splendor the 
                darkness everywhere. True man, yet very God, from sin & death he saves us & lightens ev’ry load.
       Vs 4: O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; O Savior, king of glory, who dost our weakness 
                 know: bring us at length, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven and into endless day.

Communion Prayer:        
       P: Let us pray. 
       C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with 
                good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
             Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:   (please stand as you are able)
        P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.            
            May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn:   “Soon And Very Soon”  #439 
       Vs 1: Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King. 3X   Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
       Vs 2: No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King. 3X   Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
       Vs 3: No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King. 3X   Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
       Vs 4: Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King. 3X    Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!       
                 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.

Dismissal:     P: The world waits for Christ. You are the body of Christ. Go be His hands and feet.
                        C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude     Pianist, Debbi St. John


