
St. Luke Lutheran Church
Reformation Sunday  •  8AM  •  October 25, 2020

Prelude: “Our God is an Awesome God”  3X	
	 Our God is an awesome God. He reigns from heaven above.
	 With wisdom, power, and love. Our God is an awesome God

Confession and Forgiveness	 (please stand as you are able)						         
	 (All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)
	 L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.    C: Amen.
	 L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 	
	      for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
	      forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C: Amen.
	 L: Most merciful God,
	 C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 	
	       thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
	       loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
	       your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
	       delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
	 L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
	      with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
	      Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
	      hearts through faith.   C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: (you may be seated)      #505   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  
   Verse 1: A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills 
	     prevailing. For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; his craft and power are great, and armed 	
	     with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.
      Verse 2: Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right Man on our side, 	
	      the Man of God’s own choosing. You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
	      Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same; and he must win the battle.   
   Verse 3: And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, for God has 	
                  willed his truth to triumph through us. The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage 	
	     we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him.
   Verse 4: That Word above all earthly powers no thanks to them abideth; the Spirit and the gifts are ours 	
	     through him who with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may 	
	     kill: God’s truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever! 

Greeting:     L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 	
	 	  be with you all.        
	            C: And also with you.



Kyrie   L: Kyrie eleison       C: Lord, have mercy. 
	 L: Christe eleison     C: Christ, have mercy. 
	 L: Kyrie eleison        C: Lord, have mercy. 

“Glory to God”    
    Verse 1: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, glory to God, and peace to 		
	        God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
	        we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
    Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
	        glory to God glory to God &  peace to God’s people on earth. 
     Verse 2: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 		
	        have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. [Refrain]
     Verse 3: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
	        Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. [Refrain]
     Final:  Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
	      glory to God, glory to God & peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
	 age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 	
	 comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 
	 your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
	 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Epistle Reading: Romans 3:19-28   
	 19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in 
his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from 
law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it 
was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For 
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Gospel Acclamation:    “Celtic Alleluia”    (Stand as you are able)      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 2X

	 L: The holy gospel according to....      C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading: John 8:31-36 (Please stand as you are able)     
	 31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus an-
swered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”	
	
	 L: The gospel of the Lord.       C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message:  (you may be seated)    

Sermon

Hymn of the Day:  #800   “Spirit of God Descend Upon Our Hearts” 
    Verse 1: Spirit of God, descend upon my heart, wean it from earth, through all its pulses move. 
	       Stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, and make me love you as I ought to love.     
    Verse 2: I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
	       no angel visitant, no opening skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 



    Verse 3: Have you not bid me love you, God and King, all, all your own, soul, heart & strength & mind? 
	       I see the cross; there teach my heart to cling. Oh let me seek you and oh let me find!     
    Verse 4: Teach me to love you as your angels love; one holy passion filling all my frame: 
	        the baptism of the heav’n descended dove,my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

Apostles’ Creed:   
	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
	 Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died, & was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
	 third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, & he 
	 will come to judge the living & the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
	 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:  (call and response)
	 With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
 A brief silence. Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, 
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the 
working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
	 As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habita-
tion for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.
	 Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slav-
ery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
	 Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are 
ill, especially the family and friends of Dick Banidt, Ava Dicke, Jim Howard, Brad Roschen, Zach Gravemann, Nao-
mi Berland, Nathlye Benrud, Donald Hadler, Nancy & Donald Nord, Dean Kirkland, Marlene & Lloyd Roschen, 
Finley Budensiek, Lauren Brown, Hunter Burow and Karl Thomforde. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
	 In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to 
the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.
	 Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have 
shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.
	 Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing the Peace:	 L: The peace of Christ be with you always.       C: And also with you.

Offering & Doxology:           
	 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
	 praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offertory Prayer: God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept 	
    the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish    
    us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 									                    
	 L: The Lord be with you       C: And also with you
	 L: Lift up your hearts.           C: We lift them to the Lord.
	 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.        C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Salutation

Holy, Holy, Holy   
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power & might,  heav’n & earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Bless-    
     ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. Amen, amen, amen.

Words of Institution							     
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Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 	 	
	 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; & forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
	 who trespass against us; & lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, & 		
	 the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

Lamb of God      							     
	 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 2X 
	 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Communion Blessing and Communion Prayer: God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, & 
      in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your 
      goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior & Lord.      C: Amen.

Blessing  (please stand as you are able)
	 L: May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
	     The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.     C: Amen.

Sending Hymn:   #546    “To Be Your Presence”
   Verse 1: To be your presence is our mission here, to show compassion’s face & list’ning ear, 
	      to be your heart of mercy ever near, alleluia!
    Verse 2: To be your presence is our mission bold, to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold,
	      to be your hands of justice, right uphold, alleluia!
   Verse 3: To be your presence is our mission blest, to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
	      to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, alleluia!
   Verse 4: We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your people is our call and choice, 
	      and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, alleluia!

Dismissal      L: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
	            C: Amen. Thanks be to God.	

“Go In Peace”  3X   written by Debbi St. John
	 Go In Peace And serve the Lord your God. Sow the seeds about the man of love. 
	 Go into the world and tell them One by one. Go tell them what Jesus has done
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