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Welcome
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Announcements 

Opening Song:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   ELW 504 
 A mighty fortress is our God,

a bulwark never failing;
our helper he, amid the flood

of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe

does seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great,
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

 Did we in our own strength confide,
our striving would be losing,

were not the right Man on our side,
the Man of God's own choosing.

You ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;

Lord Sabaoth his name,
from age to age the same;

and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,
should threaten to undo us,

we will not fear, for God has willed
his truth to triumph through us.

The prince of darkness grim,
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure,
for lo! his doom is sure;

one little word shall fell him.

That Word above all earthly powers
no thanks to them abideth;

the Spirit and the gifts are ours
through him who with us sideth.

Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;

the body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever! 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, we remember and pray. 

Heavenly Father, before the world was made, You called us each by name. You put breath in our lungs 
and chose us to be your own. We are Your beloved children. You watch over us with tender care, and there 

is nothing that could ever separate us from Your love.  God, standing in Your presence now, we ask for 
Your grace and mercy. Forgive us our sins and help us to forgive the people who have sinned against us.  
Create in us a clean heart and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of our salvation. And 
teach us to love You with our whole heart and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Father God, Grant us 

peace now and continue Your good work in us to completion. In Jesus name. Amen 

 Hallelujah! Praise the One who has set us free from sin and death.



Give me the faith to believe You 
When I'm stuck here in my fear

Give me the strength to trust You 
When my vision's blurred by tears 

Give me a hope for tomorrow
Cause today has gone so wrong

I'm on my knees
Give me the faith to believe

Even when I cannot see You
You're still shining, You're still shining 

Even when I cannot hear You
You're still calling out my name 

Even when I cannot feel You
Your arms are open

Always holding on to me
Give me the faith to believe

You say You'll never leave me
That Your love will conquer fear

You say Your day is coming
When You'll wipe away my tears

Give me a hope for tomorrow
Cause today has gone so wrong

I'm on my knees
Give me the faith to believe

Even when I cannot see You
You're still shining, You're still shining

Even when I cannot hear You
You're still calling out my name

Even when I cannot feel You
Your arms are open

Always holding on to me

Won't You give me the faith to see the invisible
Give me the faith to believe the impossible
Give me the faith to receive the incredible

Even when I cannot see You
You're still shining, You're still shining

Even when I cannot hear You
You're still calling out my name

Even when I cannot feel You
Your arms are open

Always holding on to me
[x2]

Give me the faith to believe

Today’s Reading -  John 8:31-36
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

Mini-Sunday School

Sermon by Pastor Eric Hanson

Song of the Day:  “Faith to Believe”  by Shane and Shane

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. Oh give me the faith to believe it

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 



Prayers 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  

A brief silence. Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in 
error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. 
Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy 
habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from 
slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who 
are ill, especially the family and friends of Dick Banidt, Ava Dicke, Jim Howard, Brad Roschen, Zach 
Gravemann, Naomi Berland, Nathlye Benrud, Donald Hadler, Nancy & Donald Nord, Dean Kirkland, 
Marlene & Lloyd Roschen, Finley Budensiek, Lauren Brown, Hunter Burow and Karl Thomforde. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their 
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the 
gospel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who 
have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the 
church. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of Peace 

The Meal
We remember...

The Lord's Prayer
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on  

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; & forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; & lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, & the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

Blessing 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
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Commission 
God is with you. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song:  To Be Your Presence   #546 ELW
To be your presence is our mission here, to show 

compassion’s face & list’ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, alleluia!

To be your presence is our mission bold, to feed 
the poor and shelter homeless cold,

to be your hands of justice, right uphold, alleluia!

To be your presence is our mission blest, to speak 
for all the broken and oppressed, to be your voice of 

hope, your love expressed, alleluia!

 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 

 and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, alleluia!




