
St. Luke Lutheran Church
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  •  8AM  •  September 27, 2020

Prelude: “Our God is an Awesome God”  3X 
 Our God is an awesome God. He reigns from heaven above.
 With wisdom, power, and love. Our God is an awesome God

Confession and Forgiveness  (please stand as you are able)         
 (All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)
 L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.    C: Amen.
 L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live  
      for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
      forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C: Amen.
 L: Most merciful God,
 C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in  
       thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
       loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
       your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
       delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
 L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
      with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
      Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
      hearts through faith.   C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: (you may be seated)      #712   “Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service”  
   Verse 1: Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon the cross, forsaken,  
      worked your mercy’s perfect deed; we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
      consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart.

   Verse 2: Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; still the captives long for freedom; 
     still in grief we mourn our dead. As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,  
     by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.

   Verse 3: As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light in its height and depth and greatness 
     dawns upon our quickened sight, making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us  
     bear, stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.  

  Verse 4: Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, to the child, the youth, the aged,  
     love in living deeds to show; hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,  
      that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.

Greeting:     L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
     be with you all.        
           C: And also with you.



Kyrie   L: Kyrie eleison       C: Lord, have mercy. 
 L: Christe eleison     C: Christ, have mercy. 
 L: Kyrie eleison        C: Lord, have mercy. 

“Glory to God”    
    Verse 1: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, glory to God, and peace to   
        God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
        we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
    Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
        glory to God glory to God &  peace to God’s people on earth. 
     Verse 2: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:   
        have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. [Refrain]
     Verse 3: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
        Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. [Refrain]
     Final:  Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
      glory to God, glory to God & peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Prayer of the Day:  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
 them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Epistle Reading:  Philippians 2:1-13    
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compas-
sion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Gospel Acclamation:    “Celtic Alleluia”    (Stand as you are able)      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 2X

 L: The holy gospel according to....      C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 21:23-32 (Please stand as you are able)     
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, 
“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one an-
other, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28“What do you think? A 
man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will 
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 
‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
 
 L: The gospel of the Lord.       C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Message:  (you may be seated)    

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day:  #801   “Change My Heart O God”  sing 2X
     Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. Change my heart, O God; may I be like you.
 You are the potter; I am the clay. Mold me and make me; this is what I pray.

Blessing of Young Drivers: 
 Lord of our journeys, Today we mark and celebrate a significant moment in the lives of these young  
 people. As they prepare to assume the responsibility of drivers, we ask you to gift them with wisdom
 to make good choices as they navigate the roads they travel. Provide them with safe passage as they
  make each journey. Bless them with a clear mind that they may steer away from any danger they may
  encounter along the way. And let them know of the hope they provide us as they take this next step
 into maturity. We ask all these things, in the name of God who travels with us throughout all our 
 journeys. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed:   
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
 Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified	died,	&	was	buried;	he	descended	to	the	dead.	On	the	
 third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, & he 
 will come to judge the living & the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers:  (call and response)
 Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
 A brief silence.   In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. 
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love 
may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O 
God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin 
permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.
 Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend 
the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Grant 
life, health, and courage to all who are in need. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit; espe-
cially the Family of Dan Dicke, Lorraine Hinsch, Millie Bitzan, Brad Roschen, Zach Gravemann, Naomi Ber-
land, Neal Stenlund, Nathlye Benrud, Donald Hadler, Kyle Poncelet, Nancy & Donald Nord, Dean Kirkland, 
Marlene & Lloyd Roschen, Finley Budensiek, Lauren Brown and Karl Thomforde. Take their yoke upon you 
and ease their burdens. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your 
compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of your mercy and 
justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, 
likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life 
and in death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Sharing the Peace: L: The peace of Christ be with you always.         
   C: And also with you.
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Offering & Doxology:           
 Praise	God,	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	praise	him,	all	creatures	here	below;
 praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offertory Prayer: God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept  
    the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish    
    us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving                     
 L: The Lord be with you       C: And also with you
 L: Lift up your hearts.           C: We lift them to the Lord.
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.        C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Salutation

Holy, Holy, Holy   
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power & might,  heav’n & earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Bless-    
     ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. Amen, amen, amen.

Words of Institution       

Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on   
 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; & forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; & lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, &   
 the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

Lamb of God             
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 2X 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Communion Blessing and Communion Prayer: God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, & 
      in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your 
      goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior & Lord.      C: Amen.

Blessing  (please stand as you are able)
 L: May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
     The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.     C: Amen.

Sending Hymn:   #818    “O Master Let Me Walk With You”
   Verse 1: O Master, let me walk with you in lowly paths of service true;
      tell me your secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.
   Verse 2: Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love;
      teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.

   Verse 3: Teach me your patience, share with me a closer, dearer company,
       in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.
   Verse 4: In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broad’ning way;
      in peace that only you can give, with you, O Master, let me live.

Dismissal      L: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
            C: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

“Go In Peace”  3X   written by Debbi St. John
 Go In Peace And serve the Lord your God. Sow the seeds about the man of love. 
 Go into the world and tell them One by one. Go tell them what Jesus has done

                                  


